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CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 1 109 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, SEDU, PFOR, BC, LT, WZ 

SUBJECT: UBLS: LESOTHO PASSES ENABLING LEGISLATION TO ESTABLISH 
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 

REF: MBABANE 1753 AND PREVIOUS 

1. GOL TODAY PASSED ENABLING LEGISLATION THROUGH NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY TO PERMIT LESOTHO TO WITHDRAW FROM UBLS AND ESTABLISH 
ITS OWN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY. LEGISLATION WAS PUSHED THROUGH 

IN MATTER OF FEW HOURS UNDER SUSPENSION OF RULES, AND THERE 
WAS LITTLE DEBATE. 

2. PRELIMINARY REPORTS COMING TO US INDICATE THAT GOL TOOK 
THIS DRASTIC STEP AFTER IT BECAME CONVINCED THAT VC ROGERS 
INTENDS, WITH BOTSWANA AND SWAZILAND SUPPORT, TO CONTEST 
CONTRACT ISSUE IN COURTS, AND THAT UBLS COUNCIL WAS SEEKING 
TO MOVE UNIVERSITY CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION TO SWAZILAND. 
ALTHOUGH LEGISLATION PASSED TODAY IS "ENABLING" ONLY, UNDP 
RESREP KABBAH ADVISES THAT IN HIS OPINION GOL BELIEVES IT 
HAS NO CHOICE BUT TO PROCEED WITH ESTABLISHING ITS OWN 
UNIVERSITY. KABBAH IS STILL TRYING TO CONVINCE ROGERS 

TO BOW OUT FOR GOOD OF UBLS, BUT HE HAS NO REAL HOPE 
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3. WE UNDERSTAND GOL HAS ADVISED OTHER TWO GOVERNMENTS 
THAT THEIR STUDENTS PRESENTLY ENROLLED AT ROMA WILL NOT BE 
AFFECTED BY LEGISLATION. 

4. EXPECT TO HAVE MORE DETAILS TO REPORT SHORTLY. 

HAUGHT 
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